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Deemed lost in infinity. The malaise of a spinster of thirty was
there. She protested still that she preferred a virgin life; but she
protested altogether too much. In short, the time was pro-
pitious for marriage. Only the man was lacking.

The wooings of previous years had sorted out the Archduke
Charles as the most eligible party. He brought dignity but not
a kingdom, a useful alliance without the danger of merging
England into another realm. The problem, however, was how
to start the suit again without losing the advantage of being
sought instead of seeking. For marriage in royal ranks involved
a treaty which called for as much alert haggling over terms as
a peace treaty; and coyness and procrastination, which Eliza-
issth carried to a baffling, preposterous length, were state diplo-
macy, directed to securing her terms instead of conceding the
Archduke his.

Cecil started the negotiations in the autumn of 15 63 by writ-
ing to Elizabeth's German agent. He wrote to the Duke of
Wiirttemberg, who in turn communicated with the Emperor
and sent an envoy to Elizabeth, ostensibly with a gift of books.
When the envoy arrived, Cecil told him to proceed cautiously^
as the Queen had dedicated herself to celibacy; Elizabeth, for
her part, remarked, clf I am to disclose to you what I should
prefer if I follow the inclination of my nature, it is this: Beggar-
woman and single, far rather than Queen and married.' A
rstrange, but diplomatic opening! Stranger, but still diplomacy,
was the rest of the negotiation. She blamed the Emperor for
ruining the match on the previous occasion; she boasted of her
many and great suitors; she provoked hope, dashed it, hedged,
was inconsequent, sought compliments by dispraising her Latin
and French; said everything - and nothing. The envoy told
Cecil that it was quite useless to make a longer stay. 'But/ he
answered in surprise,c the Queen praised your French conversa-
tion highly, and said that she had much enjoyed it!? She did in
fact send a letter to the Duke saying that she was ready to marry.

The death of the Emperor in the summer of 15 64 caused a
halt in the proceedings, but in the following spring the new
Emperor* Charles' brother, sent an envoy who was to revive